In the title compound, C 7 H 6 ClN 3 , the benzotriazole ring is essentially planar with a maximum deviation of 0.0110 (15)Å , and makes a dihedral angle of 0.46 (8) with the benzene ring. In the crystal, molecules are linked through intermolecular C-HÁ Á ÁN hydrogen bonds, forming chains along the c axis.
Related literature
For bond-length data, see: Alkorta et al. (2004) ; Wang et al. (2008) . For applications of 1-(chloromethyl)benzotriazole, see: Katritzky et al. (1996) . For the preparation of the title compound, see: Burckhalter et al. (1952) . For the biological activity of benzotriazole derivatives, see: Jiao et al. (2005) . Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ).
Experimental
Symmetry code: (i) Àx; y À 1 2 ; Àz þ 1 2 .
Data collection: CrysAlis CCD (Oxford Diffraction, 2010); cell refinement: CrysAlis RED (Oxford Diffraction, 2010); data reduction: CrysAlis RED; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: SHELXTL (Sheldrick, 2008) ; software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXTL. 
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Comment
Benzotriazole derivatives exhibit a good degree of anti-inflammatory, diuretic and antihypertensive activities (Jiao et al., 2005) . The title compound (common name: 1-(chloromethyl)-benzotriazole), as one of the derivatives of benzotriazole, has been synthesized (Burckhalter et al., 1952) and used to synthesize 1-(mercaptomethyl)benzotriazole and other derivates (Katritzky et al. 1996) . Now, we report herein the crystal structure of the benzotriazole derivative, (I).
The asymmetric unit of (I) comprises of one molecule of the compound (Fig. 1) . The bond lengths and angles are found to have normal values (Alkorta et al, 2004; Wang et al., 2008) . The benzotriazole ring is essentially planar with the maximum deviation form planarity being 0.0110 (15)Å for atom N1. The dihedral angle formed by the ring 1 (N1/N2/N3/C6/C1) and the ring 2 (C1/C2/C3/C4/C5/C6) is 0.46 (8)°. In the chloromethyl group, the C-Cl and C-N bond lengths are 1.7951 (18)Å and 1.424 (2) Å, respectively ( Fig. 1 ). There is a C-H···N intermolecular interaction (Table 1 , Fig. 2 ) stabilizing the observed molecular conformation, and the structure is further stalilized by pi···pi contacts involving both of the aromatic rings (Cg(1)-C(g)2 = 3.7003 (14) Å, which Cg(1) is the centroid of the ring 1 and Cg (2) is the centroid of the ring 2).
Experimental
The title compound was synthesized from 1-hydroxymethylbenzotriazole and thionyl chloride as described in the literature with a yield of 78% (Burckhalter et al., 1952) . To 12 g of 1-hydroxymethylbenzotriazole kept at ice-bath temperature, 40 ml of thionyl chloride was added dropwise. The mixture was then stirred and refluxed for 90 minutes. Excess thionyl chloride was removed by distillation, last traces by heating for 15 minutes with 50 ml of methanol. After cooling and collecting on a funnel, the product was then recrystallized from benzene. Crystal suitable for X-ray diffraction analysis was obtained by crystallization from methanol.
Refinement
H atoms were included in calculated positions and refined as riding atoms with fixed C-H distances [C-H = 0.97Å for CH 2 , and 0.93Å for aromatic CH] and U iso (H) assigned to 1.2U eq (C) of their bonding carbon atom. Refinement. Refinement of F 2 against ALL reflections. The weighted R-factor wR and goodness of fit S are based on F 2 , conventional R-factors R are based on F, with F set to zero for negative F 2 . The threshold expression of F 2 > σ(F 2 ) is used only for calculating Rfactors(gt) etc. and is not relevant to the choice of reflections for refinement. R-factors based on F 2 are statistically about twice as large as those based on F, and R-factors based on ALL data will be even larger.
Fractional atomic coordinates and isotropic or equivalent isotropic displacement parameters (Å 2 ) 
